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the marshal's only fear was that the English fleet might land-
troops on the right bank at the river's month, and he had a
careful watch kept on the banks below the town. But Sir
Arthur Wellesley, hovering like an eagle over Oporto and
the surrounding country from the heights of the Serra,
became aware that above the town the French pickets were
few and far between, and so confident in the protection
afforded by the broad river that they neglected to patrol.

It may well happen in war that a battalion, a regiment,.
even a brigade, should be surprised; but history affords very
few examples of an army being attacked unawares in broad
daylight without being warned by its outposts.    This, how-
ever, befell the French, at Oporto in the following niaimer.
Above the town the Douro flows in a sharp bend round the
foot of the Serra,   This part of the river the French miglit
conceivably neglect when it was covered by the troops at
Villa Nova and on the Mil; but as soon as they abandonee 1
these positions and concentrated on the right bank, they
ought to have placed outposts above the town..    However,
whether through negligence or treason not only was thin
precaution omitted but a large number of boats were left
unguarded outside the town close to an unfinished building
called the New Seminary, the enclosure of which going down
on each side to the bank might hold four battalions.    Seeing
so important a position deserted. Sir Arthur Wellesley con-
ceived the bold plan of making this point the base of hin
attack, and, if he could procure a boat, of crossing the riwr
under the eyes of a seasoned army and one of Its   tnonti
renewed generals.

A barber, eluding the French patrols, had come over from
the city during the previous night in a small boat. Thin tut
English colonel seized,1 and with a few men crossed the rivet*
and brought back three large barges, by means of which it
battalion was conveyed to the Seminary, Taking possession
of this, they sent over a great many boats, and in less than
a hour and a half 6,000 English were in a strong position in

[* Waters.]nt desire to reduce Napoleon's power,]he crown,
